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JOMO KENYATTA HOME FOR PHYSICALLY 

HANDICAPPED CHILDREN. 

omo Kenyatta Home for Physically Handicapped Children opened its 

doors for the first intake way back in 1974. The home was named 

Jomo Kenyatta home since the founding father of the nation Mzee 

Jomo Kenyatta came to see the home and donated sixty thousand shillings 

towards its completion. Being a brain child of Kenya Red Cross society it is 

the only such project under the Kenya Red Cross society. However after its 

inception it was entrusted to the community of Embu. 

GENERAL PROFILE 

 

The home has a capacity of admitting 40 children i.e. 20 boys and 20 girls. 

Initially the home admitted children from Eastern province since it was the 

only home of the kind in the whole of eastern province. However, of late the 

home admits children from all over Kenya as long as they fit the admission 

criteria. Currently the home as 24 children of which 14 are girls and 10 are 

boys and all have various physical challenges.  

 

  It carters for children in the primary school going age i.e. children 

attending between standard one to standard eight with various physical 

disabilities. Before a child is admitted in the home he/she has to pass 

through EARS i.e. Education Assessment Resources Services to be 

ascertained that the child is not suffering from any mental disability. He then 

has to go to the hospital to be assessed by the physiotherapists. They then go 
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to Urban Primary school to look for a vacancy in the school and there after 

admitted to Jomo Kenyatta home.  

 

 Jomo Kenyatta strives to help these children to grow being holistic and try 

in all means possible to inculcate into them the sense of self esteem and 

sociability. 

 

However in the endeavors to fulfill this mission there are a lot of challenges. 

Being a project of Kenya Red Cross Society and entrusted to the community 

of Embu sustainability becomes a big problem since the home has no stable 

income. People of good will come to visit the home and give their donations 

in either cash or kind which goes a long way in helping the day to day 

running of the home though not sustainable. 

 

As the pupils attend a public primary school close to the home i.e. Urban 

Primary school the major expenditure is in the upkeep of these children 

especially meals and medical. Some of these children have delicate and 

fragile bones such that a slight fall may result into a very serious injury. 

Once in a while some are taken for corrective surgery whenever a willing 

friend or a donor lends a helping hand. 

 

The home is managed by a committee elected from the members of the Red 

Cross society and other co- opted members from the hospital, school and 

Education Assessment and Resource Services. 

Despite all these challenges, the home has been able to do the following, 
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1. The home has helped 150 children so far to get access to education 

thereby joining secondary and tertiary institutions. 

ACHIEVEMENTS. 

2. The home has helped over 70 children undergo corrective surgery 

which have been successful and now they can be able to attend to 

their daily chores. 

3. The home has helped to rehabilitate these children and helped them to 

integrate with the community. 

4. The home has been of assistance to the children especially in the area 

of moral upbringing of the children 

5. For the first time we have seen one of the children come back to give 

a donation to the home which means they have learnt to appreciate the 

spirit of giving. 

6. The home organizes seminars for the parents to educate them on how 

to deal with the challenges of bring up a child with special needs. 

 

 

1. There is lack of community acceptance i.e. the community has to 

support the home. 

CHALLENGES 

2. Lack of enough resources to support the home. 

3. No proper follow up of the children after class eight due to lack of 

resources. 

4. No sustainable income generating activity to support the home. 

5. Payment of workers is also a major challenge. 

6. Means of transport especially to transport the children when they are 

sick is a big challenge.  
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7. On average each of these children requires KShs.3, 500 per month for 

his or her upkeep. Unfortunately 99 % of these children are from very 

poor backgrounds hence cost sharing aspect does not apply. The 

management has to rely on well wishers only to support the home. 

8. Repair and maintenance of the home buildings still remain a challenge 

since they were put up in 1972. 

 

The management of Jomo Kenyatta home wishes to put up a conference 

centre which will be used for community capacity building and at the same 

time as an income generating activity so as to enhance sustainability of the 

home. The project will be done in phases hence the home is appealing to 

well wishes to come up and donate whatever they can to enable it put up the 

project. Once completed, the conference centre will enhance sustainability of 

the home making it independent and thus it will be able to provide better 

services to the physically challenged children. The site plans have already 

been done hence the only remaining thing is to start the works. 

FUTURE PLANS 

 

1. Repainting of the home buildings and redoing of the floors 

IMMEDIATE PROJECTS 

The buildings are in need of a new coat of paint while the floors are 

worn out needing repair. These activities are estimated to cost about 

KShs 170,000.00 

2. Leveling out of the children play ground 

The current play area is on sloping ground making it difficult for the 

physically challenged children to be able to play on it. The slope of 

the ground makes it dangerous to even use the wheel chairs or 
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clutches leaving the children prone to accidents. This project is 

estimated to cost about KShs 500,000.00 
 
 

BREAKDOWN OF THE RENOVATION WORKS AT JOMO KENYATTA HOME FOR 

PHYSICALLY HANDICAPPED CHILDREN 

REPAIR OF DORMITORY FLOORS 
Unit Material Quantity Unit cost (KShs) Cost (KShs) 
1 Sand 4 lorries 7000.00 28,000.00 
2 Cement 40 bags 820.00 32,800.00 
3 labour 1 22,000.00 22,000.00 

 
PAINTING OF THE WALLS 

1 Paint 80 by 4 litre tin 680 54,400.00 
2 Turpentine 50 litres  7000.00 7,000.00 
3 Sand paper 1 3000.00 3,000.00 
4 Poly filler 3 by 7 2,800.00 2,800.00 
5 Brush 10 250.00 2,500.00 
6 Labour 1 20,000.00 20,000.00 
 TOTAL   166,500.00 
 
 

In order to bring equality to all the citizens of this country it is necessary to 

support all regardless of their abilities or inabilities. As we all say, the future 

of our country is in our children by helping them we are building our future. 

CONCLUSION 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


